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Oil and its transportation have become one of the most pressing 
policy debates of the last few years. In order to preserve 
Canada’s economic competitiveness, Canada needs to make a 
series of decisions about transportation infrastructure. 

The oil industry, while largely based in Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
touches the Canadian economy as a whole. This broader 
economic benefi t happens through the purchase of goods and 
services from companies based in other provinces, contributions 

to federal and provincial tax revenue and the provision of remittances from oil sands 
workers and investment opportunities for pension plans. This is truly about the 
economic good of Canada as a whole. 

British Columbia, Canada’s gateway to Asia, is at the heart of these discussions. 
The issue is complex, and there is a lot of confl icting information on the risks and 
benefi ts. We believe there are a few key facts—fi ve, in particular—that need to be a 
greater part of the discussion about transporting oil by water. 

At the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, we are committed to having this 
discussion. The choices we make will shape our economy for years to come.

As Canadians, we all need to be part of this discussion.

Perrin Beatty
President and Chief Executive Offi  cer



As we look to our economic future, our success will be our ability 
to open new markets and generate new economic opportunities.  
For a resource rich jurisdiction like Canada, success will be 
defi ned by our ability to get our abundant natural resources to 
the new driver of global growth, the Asia Pacifi c.

British Columbia will have a critical role to play in defi ning 
whether it will take advantage of these opportunities for the 
benefi t of all Canadians. Indeed, the decisions British Columbia 

makes regarding its natural resources and the role it plays as Canada’s Gateway, will 
determine our standard of living for generations to come.

The importance of these decisions is being undermined by a lack of a common fact 
base. We need to move beyond emotion and establish a clear understanding of the 
benefi ts and risks enhancing our oil export capacity will have to the province and 
the country.

We have a responsibility to ourselves, and to future generations, to ensure we make 
an informed decision.  To further this public discourse, we have partnered with the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce to highlight fi ve key facts that must form a critical 
part of our conversation.

John Winter
President and Chief Executive Offi  cer
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